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were not to be contented with driving their enemy out of the
country as they did in the first expedition in 1801.

They knew that Napoleon had had with him no less than
32,000 men, and that with only 7,000 men they could not
aspire to conquer the land unless help was forthcoming. They
were counting on the active co-operation of the Anglophile
Mamelukes under Alfi Bey, who had visited England after the
French withdrawal from Egypt and got entangled in a sort
of agreement with them. Unfortunately for England and
happily for Egypt, Alfi Bey died two months before the land-
ing of their expedition, which thus was doomed to failure
from the outset.

Al Jabarti, the sole Egyptian chronicler of the period, re-
lates how Mohammed Ali, who was fighting the Mamelukes
ii> Upper Egypt, was much perturbed at the news of the
British expedition, and how people who had seen the British
beat the French in Egypt expected an easy victory for them.
The first news justified these fears, for the British who landed
at Abu Kir found no difficulty in occupying Alexandria with-
out the least resistance. It transpired later that the English
had negotiated with Amin Agha, the Turkish governor of the
city, and with the head notable of the city, for the peaceful
surrender of the place in return for a persuasive sum of
money.

This treasonable agreement perpetrated by the men respon-
sible for Alexandria was never sanctioned by the sheikhs, the
notables or Mohammed Ali's men in Cairo. It must be borne
in mind that Alexandria and other ports of Egypt were under
the control of the Captain Pasha of Turkey, and this fact ex-
plains the ease with which the British negotiated the surren-
der of the city.

The news of the fall of Alexandria spread like fire, and all
sections of society were once more alive to the danger of wit-
nessing another infidel invasion of the land. Even the Mame-
lukes, on whom the English were relying for the success of
their invasion, were conscious of the shame they were about
to earn for themselves if the Englisji carried out their plans.
Mohammed Ali lingered in Upper Egypt with a view to flee-
ing, in case of need, from the country eastwards to Palestine
and Syria.